
CURRENT BUSINESS TOPIC ORAL PRESENTATION
PURPOSE
This assignment is an oral presentation designed to enhance your oral communication skills and continue to develop a more clear understanding of business fundamentals by observing their effects in the real world setting. This project will also introduce you to the tremendous variety of media that observe and report on the events which occur in the marketplace.

OVERVIEW
The project will require you to search the business media to find an article or story that is both current and pertinent to the focus of this course. You are free to choose any topic, as long as you can relate it to something that we have discussed in the classroom. Once you have found your article, prepare a presentation that will allow you to lead a discussion about this case study with your classmates. I will have in-class signups to determine which week you will present.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this project are to:

· Help you visualize how the concepts learned in this course are implemented in a real-time atmosphere. 

· Enable the entire class to discuss a wide range of cases to determine the effectiveness of a variety of business strategies. 

· Continue to develop your critical-thinking and communication skills. 

· Become proficient in gathering useful business intelligence from secondary research sources. 

STRATEGY
The Information
There are literally tens of thousands of sources for business news and information. Some very quick and easy places to begin your information search for this project are:

· Newsprint (print/online) - such as The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, LA Times, The Orange County Register, Financial Times or many others. These can be found at news stands, in the LBCC library or online. 

· Internet portals - such as Yahoo, Yahoo News, Google, Bloomberg and our textbook websites. 

· Radio - talk shows, business news reports, NPR Marketplace 

· Television - business shows, news segments 

· Business periodicals - Business Week, Fortune, Forbes, Time.
· In addition to these sources, there are many database resources such as Proquest and Newsbank (must use LBCC login I.D. which can be obtained from library) that contain volumes of articles that can be searched by topic. For more information on research sources, go to the Links area of our course website.

Rather than picking a specific topic and searching for information on that topic, a more effective way to approach this project is to simply take some time each day and scan the events of the day. Eventually, something will appeal to you and you can gather more information and prepare your presentation.

The Report
This activity does not require a lengthy formal report. However, you will need to prepare and submit your presentation (professionally done) and a copy of the article with appropriate citations. This outline will be turned in at the time of your presentation, so logic would dictate that you print 2 copies, one for you and one for me. I use your outline to make my grading notes, so if you fail to do this very minimal requirement your grade will be subjected to the whims of my memory. Not a good risk!

The Presentation
Prepare a 3-4 minute presentation (informative) describing the article that you have chosen. Your presentation could include (but is certainly not limited to) such topics as:
· What led you to choose this article 
· The main sequence of events of the article 
· How the events of the article relate to what we have been discussing in class 
· Your analysis of the actions of the organization or individual 
· Your suggestions for the future 

REMINDER
Next, once you have signed up for your presentation, don't wait until the night before to prepare. Your grade will be determined by the quality of the article and your outline, the quality and depth of your presentation and your ability to lead the follow-up discussion.

To do well you need to remember the 3 P's:

· Plan your time 

· Prepare your presentation 

· be Professional 

and please remember.... have fun!

