Operational Definitions
Common definitions have been established by the RP Group so that meaning is added to data analyzed consistently over time, in relation to appropriate comparison groups used by CA community college researchers.  The definitions were adopted by the RP Group (RP Group Executive Board Approval), after considerable consultation was provided by researchers across the state.  Definitions are related to Associate degree and non-Associate applicable credit courses and do not include non-credit courses. 
Course Success
Definition
Student succeeds in the course. A, B, C, CR grade notations (Approved June 1996)
Success Rate
Percent of students successful in courses out of total enrolled in courses
The success rate is calculated by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100

Numerator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, CR

Denominator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, W, I

Course Completion
Definition
Student is retained in the course to end of term. A, B, C, D, CR, I grade notations (Approved June 1996)

Completion Rate
Percent of students retained in courses out of total enrolled in courses
The completion rate is calculated by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100

Numerator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, CR, I

Denominator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, W, I

Course Retention 
Definition
Student is retained in the course to end of term. A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, I grade notations (Approved June 1996)

Retention Rate
Percent of students retained in courses out of total enrolled in courses
The retention rate is calculated by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100

Numerator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, I

Denominator
Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, W, I

