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Course Information

	School: 
	

	Department: 
	

	Subject:
	

	Descriptive Title:
	Directed (Independent) Study

	Last Revised By:
	

	Catalog Nbr:
	99I

	Units:
	1-3


Course Detail

	Class Size Max:
	NA

	Materials Fee: 
	(requires separate justification memo)

	Grade Code:
	Letter grade:_____        Student Choice______               Pass/No Pass___X___

	Number Of Hours: (per week, based on a term of 18 weeks)
	Lect:


	
	Lab:
	
	Max

Contact

Hrs :
	
	Teach

Units :
	
	Supp

Learn:
	


Requisites:

Requisites And Recommended Preparation:

	Prerequisite:
	

	Corequisite:
	

	Recommended Preparation:
	


Course Descriptions

Catalog Description: 
(This is an overview of course scope, level and topics plus identification of audience. May use up to five lines of text.)

	This non-traditional course provides for challenging educational engagement through in-depth study on an approved topic within this discipline. One purpose of this course is to assist the student to develop and enhance discipline-specific intellectual skills.  The student will not be under the immediate supervision of an instructor, but is expected to interact directly with the instructor on an individual basis.  The directed study coursework may not parallel or equate with work in an approved course within this discipline.  Directed study coursework is of an advanced nature and its level of rigor, intensity, and difficulty is commensurate with this expectation.  The subject matter must have prior approval before commencing work on the project and will be under the instructor’s direction. This variable unit course requires 54 hours of work for each unit of credit earned.  Please see the catalog for the Directed Study regulations and guidelines.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES

Expected Outcomes/Objectives For Students:

	Course level student learning outcomes and objectives are clear and measurable statements that define what a student knows and/or is able to do at the completion of a course. These learning statements may involve knowledge (cognitive), skills (psychomotor), or attitudes (affective) that display evidence that learning has occurred, at a specified level of competency.

Outcomes and Objectives: Student learning can be identified as either outcomes, which are broad, more global statements or objectives, which are narrow, more specific statements. The difference is primarily that the outcomes demonstrate an overarching understanding and/or application of a core subject aspect while the objectives are the small pieces of subject matter, which build up to the learning outcome(s).

Please note that this course must provide instruction for students to develop critical thinking skills. List a limited number of major outcomes and objectives in terms of the observable knowledge, and/or skills to be attained as a result of completing this course. Some of these outcomes and objectives must include college-level critical thinking, and application of concepts—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy.

For Non-Degree Outlines: Non-degree applicable courses are expected to teach students how to do critical thinking. List a limited number of outcomes and objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained as a result of completing this course. Some of these outcomes and objectives must include the acquisition of critical thinking skills—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy.

All student learning outcomes and objectives must be addressed in the content, methods of presentation, college-level assignments, and methods of evaluation that follow.


OUTCOMES: Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

	Analyze and evaluate an approved topic within this discipline.

Synthesize topic research/information to produce a product (either written or project based).




OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

	


CONTENT

Course Content:

	Outline all concepts/topics to be covered in the class. Present the content in a heading/subheading format. 


	Concept/ Topic
	Hours or Weeks

	The concepts/topics will vary by individual student contract but will be within the scope of the subject matter of this discipline.  This subject matter will be of an advanced nature in either breadth or depth as either intensive lower division or upper division type of concepts.  This will not parallel or equate with that of another approved course within this program.

54 hours of work will be necessary for every unit earned.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


INSTRUCTION1

Methods Of Instruction And Active Learning (Format 1 Option):

Choose either format 1 (this page) or format 2 (Instruction 2 page) to complete this section. Identify and describe the typically used instructional methods as they relate to the learning outcomes and content of this course (see outcomes and content pages). Instructors may use other equivalent methodologies, as appropriate, to achieve the stated learning outcomes.

	Lecture
	

	Laboratory/ Studio/ Shop/ Clinical
	

	Demonstration
	

	Discussion
	

	Tutorial
	

	Technology
	

	Video Presentation
	

	Collaborative Learning
	

	Other/Supplemental Learning (specify)
	


INSTRUCTION2

Methods Of Instruction And Active Learning (Format 2 Option):

Choose either format 1 (Instruction 1 page) or format 2 (this page) to complete this section. Provide a comprehensive narrative describing the typically used instructional methods as they relate to the learning outcomes and content of this course (see outcomes and content pages). Describe how the instructor will integrate these instructional methods. Instructors may use other equivalent methodologies, as appropriate, to achieve the stated learning outcomes.

	Instruction Method: Format 2

	The nature of Directed Studies is to provide a range of intellectual engagement, under an instructor’s supervision, with content and methodology of discipline-specific advanced learning.  The integration of subject-specific critical thinking and problem solving skills into a work product will require regularly scheduled meetings between the instructor and student.  The instructor will provide guidance, direction, and insights about the topic and student’s project as the student studies and investigates mostly independently with the subject matter.

A variety of instructional methodologies apply to this non-traditional type of course.  Seminar, regularly scheduled individual meetings, research studies in the library, coordinated web engagement, laboratory/studio activity are all reasonable expectations.  However, the conduct of this course will consistently engage the regulatory difficulty (critical thinking), level (learning skills and vocabulary), and intensity (independent study) expectations of a credit course.




ASSIGNMENTS

College Level Assignments For In And Out Of Class:

Describe suggested assignments and class activities that will assist students in achieving the learning outcomes previously listed on that page. Assignments must include higher level critical thinking skills and application of concepts—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy. Two hours of appropriate outside assignments are required for every one hour of lecture. (Not all types of assignments listed below may be appropriate for this class.)

Non-Degree Level Assignments For In And Out Of Class:

Describe suggested assignments and class activities that will assist students in achieving the learning outcomes previously listed on that page. Assignments must include the opportunity for students to acquire critical thinking skills—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy. The scope and intensity of assignments will require students to study outside of class time. (Not all types of assignments listed below may be appropriate for this class.)
	Substantial college level writing assignment*, such as: essay(s), written homework, term/research paper, and/or other (specify)

	

	Substantial pre-collegiate level writing assignment*, such as: summary(s), written homework, research paper, and/or other (specify)

	

	Substantial college level reading assignment, such as: textbook, journal article(s), literature, and/or other (specify)

	

	Substantial pre-collegiate level reading assignment, such as: textbook, journal article(s), literature, and/or other (specify)

	


	Lab or field activity, product, and/or report

	

	Class presentation

	

	Group assignment

	

	Journal

	

	Portfolio

	

	Other/Supplemental Learning (specify) 

	The instructor and student will mutually agree upon the course assignment.  Substantial independent study, investigation, and work is expected to produce either a written report or a project which demonstrates an amount of work equal to an approved course of the same number of units – 54 hours of work for each unit of credit earned. The assignment must clearly specify and demonstrably implement the discipline specific learning skills and methodologies to produce a paper or project of an advanced nature in either scope or depth. 


*Substantial college level writing assignments are required

EVALUATION

Methods Of Evaluation:

Explain how the instructor will evaluate the students’ work (refer to assignment page) and how these evaluations demonstrate that students have met the expected outcomes for this course (see listing on outcomes page). The evaluation of higher level critical thinking skills should be emphasized—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy.  

For non-degree outlines: Explain how the instructor will evaluate the students’ work (refer to assignment page) and how these evaluations demonstrate that students have met the expected outcomes for this course (see listing on outcomes page). The evaluation of the acquisition of critical thinking skills should be identified—see Bloom’s Taxonomy or a comparable taxonomy.

A course grade may not be based solely on attendance.

Written evaluation, such as:

	Essay Exam(s):
	

	Term or Other Paper(s):
	

	Laboratory Report(s):
	

	Written Homework:
	

	Reading Report(s):
	

	Non-degree: Short Answer Exam(s):
	

	Non–degree: Essay Paper(s):
	

	Other/Supplemental Learning (specify):
	


Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, such as:

	Exam(s):
	

	Quizzes:
	

	Homework Problem(s):
	

	Laboratory Report(s):
	

	Fieldwork:
	

	Other/Supplemental Learning (specify):
	


Further methods of evaluation, such as:

	Skill demonstrations, such as: class performances(s), fieldwork, performance exam(s):
	

	Objective examinations, such as: multiple choice, true/ false, matching items, completion:
	

	Portfolio:
	

	Oral Presentation(s):
	

	Other/Supplemental Learning (describe and explain):
	The evaluation of the student work will be consistent and comparable with student learning and achievement based upon generally accepted norms or equivalencies within the discipline.  Proficient written communication, problem solving and/or skill demonstration will be expected appropriate to the assignment. Qualitative and quantitative measures are acceptable.  

Evaluation of written work will be reflective of advanced standards for such criteria as quality of research to support the topic investigated, completeness and objectivity of data, reasoned conclusions that demonstrate critical thinking, clarity of organization, and quality of written English.
Evaluation of project-based work will be reflective of advanced standards for such criteria as the student’s ability to clearly discuss his/her work product, sufficient self-evaluation, and effectiveness in demonstrating the project’s thesis.
  


TEXTBOOKS

Representative Textbooks And Materials:

List representative college-level texts, which are appropriate to the content of the course (include author, title, publisher, and year). Textbooks are not limited to the following, but alternatives must be equivalent to those listed here.

	Required

	

	Recommended

	

	If instructor-designed materials or supplemental learning materials are used, describe their scope

	


Prerequisite

After appropriate faculty content experts inspected the detailed course syllabi, course outcomes, teaching materials, evaluation instruments, and course content for the courses listed below, we believe that a student who has not met the prerequisite is highly unlikely to succeed in the course.

Prerequisite Course:

	


We find that the following exit skills, concepts, and/or information are acquired in the Requested Prerequisite Course(s). We believe that these skills, concepts, and/or course information are necessary entry skills.

List 4-6 skills, concepts, and/or course information outcomes from the Prerequisite course(s).
	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.


Corequisite

After appropriate faculty content experts inspected the detailed course syllabi, course outcomes, teaching materials, evaluation instrument, and course content for the courses listed below, we believe that a student who has not met the corequisite is highly unlikely to succeed in the course.

Corequisite Course:

	


We find that the following exit skills, concepts, and/or information are acquired in the Requested Corequisite Course(s). We believe that these skills, concepts, and/or course information are necessary entry skills.

List 4-6 skills, concepts, and/or course information outcomes from the Corequisite course(s).
	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.


Recommended Preparation

After appropriate faculty content experts inspected the detailed course syllabi, course outcomes, teaching materials, evaluation instrument, and course content for the courses listed below, we believe that a student who has not met the recommended preparation is highly unlikely to succeed in the course.

Recommended Preparation Course:

	


We find that the following exit skills, concepts, and/or information are acquired in the Requested Recommended Preparation Course(s). We believe that these skills, concepts, and/or course information are necessary entry skills.

List 4-6 skills, concepts, and/or course information outcomes from the Recommended Preparation course(s).
	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.
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