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The official Honors addendum can be found on the course outline website (http://www.lbcc.edu/curriculum).  This draft template is to assist a faculty author in the creation of the responses to the required questions below.  Once edits and adjustments are completed then this information can be copied and pasted into the appropriate sections on the course outline.  The Honors tab is located on the information bar after the requisite tab.

HONORS COURSE/SECTION REQUEST
An Honors course is usually based on an existing transferable class found on the IGETC/CSU patterns. To ensure that the Honors student receives maximum benefit from enrollment in the Honors Program, it is recommended that the development of Honors courses emphasize General Education courses (General Education Plans B and C) and major preparation courses.  Be advised that any course that is to be conducted as an Honors experience must be separately reviewed and approved by the Curriculum Committee. This also means that this course must be articulated separately from the existing course. The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges states that the “Honors” nature is justified by optional topics beyond those in the existing course outline and/or the stimulation offered to the more talented student.

The local curriculum review process for Honors course proposals includes guidelines to assure a more intensive educational experience for students. The existing course outline is the basis for the Honors proposal. (Honors instruction, in this manner, is viewed as a modification of the existing course. Therefore, the existing course outline's expectations and parameters establish the requirements of the course quality for this proposal.) The Honors course parameters are expected to include deeper content, more challenging assignments, more invigorating instructional methods, more thorough grading, and/or an exceptional text and/or instructional materials.  Enhancements to a general education course will vary by discipline, but typical modifications to create an Honors course could include the following: 

Content:

Focus on deeper (not necessarily broader) content

Emphasize substantial texts (often primary texts or recent publications within the discipline) rather than textbooks




Develop advanced reading, writing, and research skills




Explore relevant interdisciplinary connections

Focus on methodology within the discipline; rather than simply reciting content, students should learn how professionals conduct discussions within this discipline 

Instruction:
Foster active participation through the use of a more student-involved discussion approach

Encourage interaction with the professor in the classroom, during office hours, or with other appropriate academic exchanges

Offer opportunities outside of the classroom for enrichment related to course material (e.g. field trips to local resources appropriate to the course: theater productions for a literature class, marine reserve for a biology class, mountains for a geology class) 

Provide more frequent and in-depth responses to student assignments
Assignments:
Place responsibility for learning upon the student

Assign a semester project rather than textbook exercises

Develop assignments that require students to be more active in the learning process than is expected in the general education course

Develop a process with assignments that will encompass the use of drafts and revisions based upon instructor feedback

Participation:
Base a substantial portion of the grade on student participation and evaluate participation rigorously 

Require student presentations that accurately reflect course material and that convey this information effectively to the rest of the class 

Require more active participation in class discussions and more collaboration in the learning process. 

Require that each student take responsibility for his or her own learning and is responsible in assisting others in the Honors classroom

In addition to a course outline of record, and/or other course approval supporting documents normally required for the review of a new course, an Honors course must provide course content augmentation and instructional enrichment.  The following questions are to assist the course originator in demonstrating that the Honors course interactions are enriched as to the general education course format, that the Honors course meets a distinct curricular need from the existing course, and that these differences are documented. 

The department must provide complete, detailed answers with specific illustrations to all questions below:

1.
CONTENT: How will the course content be augmented to distinguish this class from the existing general education course?

 2.
INSTRUCTION: How will instructional methodologies be modified to distinguish this course from the existing general education course?

3.
ASSIGNMENTS: How will the reading and writing assignments be enriched to distinguish this course from the existing general education course?

4.
PARTICIPATION: How will class participation, group activities, individual presentations, etc. be enriched to distinguish this course from the existing general education course?

5.
INTEGRATION: How are all of the above enrichment experiences be integrated to achieve course goals and student learning outcomes?

