Student Success Centers

English SLA and Tutoring Information Sheet

Fall 2010
Fall hours:

LAC (Lower Level of E Building)
 Telephone #562-938-4520.

Monday – Thursday:
7am-9pm  

Friday:


9am-4pm  

Saturday:

10am-4pm  

PCC (LL206) 



Telephone #562-938-3991.

Monday-Thursday:
 8am-9pm  

Friday:


 8am-2pm

Saturday:

10am-2pm

Things to remember:

· On your first visit to the Success Center, make sure to bring your student ID and class information with you.  You will receive a verification form on this visit.  Do not lose this form.  You must bring it with you each time you come to do an activity.  You will eventually turn this form in to your instructor to verify the completion of your activities at the Center.

· You may complete a maximum of two Supplemental Learning Activities (SLAs) in one day.

· You can do each activity as a workshop (group exercises led by an instructor) or as a Directed Learning Activity (DLA) (exercises designed for you to complete on your own).

· Workshops require an appointment although unfilled workshops allow walk-ins.  Workshops take one hour.  It is highly recommended to take at least one workshop among your three activities. 

· Directed Learning Activities do not require appointments, but the wait time for the instructor follow-up may lengthen completion time.  Thus, DLA’s often require more than one hour.  We offer DLAs tailored to your English course level (801, 105, or 1), so be sure to ask for the appropriate level.
· Activities must be done outside of your regularly scheduled class hours.
· It is strongly recommended that you do one activity every five weeks.  Unless your instructor has provided you with a different schedule, please follow these deadlines:

· Complete First Activity:

August 23-October 2

· Complete Second Activity:
October 4-November 6

· Complete Third Activity:
November 8-December 8

· For more review and practice, you can do more than the three required SLA’s.

· The Success Centers also offer free tutoring.  You do not need an appointment for tutoring, and tutoring is offered during all hours of operation.
Activity Menu

1. ROUGH DRAFT:  What a structured drafting process can do for you is the focus of this activity. 

2. READING THE PROMPT:  This activity shows you how to dissect the language of your writing prompts for the topics you need to cover and the tasks you need to fulfill.

3. RESEARCH TECHNIQUES:  This activity focuses on the criteria for assessing the quality and usefulness of different types of researched material.

4. ANNOTATION:  This activity moves you from annotating for main ideas (content) to new levels such as Rhetoric and Style, a necessary step toward successful papers in higher level college writing.

5. SUMMARY & ANALYSIS:  Summarizing the main ideas of readings and then analyzing these ideas in a coherent and relevant way make up the exercises in this activity.

6. THESIS STATEMENTS:  Developing and writing a concise and strong thesis and then supporting the thesis with good reasons are the focus of this activity.  

7. MLA STYLE & FORMATTING:  This activity teaches you to use a computer to do important formatting procedures according to Modern Language Association (MLA) standards.

8. MLA FORMATTING: RUDIMENTS OF PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION:  You will learn how to incorporate quotations and paraphrases into your papers efficiently and responsibly.

9. OUTLINING AND ORGANIZING:  This activity teaches you to organize your ideas for better flow and communication with your reader.

10. QUOTING AND PARAPHRASING:  What quoting and paraphrasing are, how to decide when to use each one, and how to build your essay around quotations and paraphrases are the three topics of this activity.  

11. COHERENCE:  Getting your writing projects to flow from beginning to end is the focus of this activity.

12. REVISING, EDITING, AND PROOFREADING:  This activity engages you in at least three different processes that will help you become a better reviser and editor of your own and anyone else’s paper.

13. MODEL SENTENCE AND ESSAY SERIES:  This activity will provide you with models of effective sentences and essays for you to analyze and learn how to use in your own writing.

14. WORD GROUPS:  This activity focuses on how to combine words, phrases, and clauses to achieve better clarity, complexity, and variety in your writing.

15. FRAGMENTS, RUN-ONS, AND COMMA SPLICES:  This activity provides clear definitions and examples of these errors and then exercises to practice recognizing and resolving them.

16. COMMA USAGE:  Learning the two simple patterns for comma usage presented in this activity will greatly enhance your sentence flow and idea creation.

17. SENTENCE WORK: this activity engages you in the understanding of sentence creation and how to reorder sentence information to achieve different effects in your writing.

18. SPELLING: understanding basic spelling rules and even some more complex ones can go a long way to improving your writing performance.  This activity will help you to attain such improvements.

19. VERBS: verbs and verb usage is not always as easy, or difficult, as it seems.  This activity focuses on a few common mistakes made in using verbs but also how to achieve more effective usage of verbs.

20. MISUSED WORDS: similar sounding but differently spelled words create a recipe for disaster.  This activity helps us to recognize many of these words and to learn how to use the correct words for their given occasions.

