
Student Friendly 
Syllabus



Adjustments 

Language 

Utility 

Format



But first….

1. Center for Urban Education 

a. https://cue.usc.edu/

2. Reading Department

3. Canva, Google Docs, Powerpoint, etc.



Quick Fixes for Student Centered Syllabus 

Rules

“You will be dropped.”

Office Hours

Students will NOT pass…

Class Environment

“We need you here.”

Student Hours 

The goal is not mastery as 
you enter, but as you 
leave. 





Asking students to 
speak loudly

Active listening cues

Allowing space and time 
for processing 





Bring purpose to the 
language.

Center all the fun 
stuff you will be 
doing in class!

Use metacognitive 
cues to bring 
transparency. 











Use Google Docs, Word/Powerpoint or Canva for 
easy entries to “graphic design”

Mess up!

Play! 

Ask for help! 

Start small 
- Add an image for your required books
- Break up text with signalling images 
- Bullets/Spacing 



Melanie Levy
mlevy@lbcc.edu


